urope’s 10th largest trucking operation has seen
fleet fuel consumption improve by nearly 10
percent as it switches to the most modern truck
equipment. LKW Augustin, a major carrier
with 750 tractors, serves the pan-European transporta-
tion market with container carriers, reefers, and curtain-
side van trailers and truck-and-trailer trains.
. Inan interview with company executives at the
_ Sa]zburg, Austria, headquarters, Rudolf Ebner, equip-
.} ment vice president, had figures showing fuel mileage

7| has gone from a fleet average of 6.27 mpg t0 6.91 mpg

| trucks featurmg selective catalytic reduction technology
|- Wewere in Salburg on an SCR fact-finding mission
_.whlle guests of German component and transmission
upplier ZE.at its Passau, Germany; facility. Journeying -

fa day to see LKWAugustm in.action- and ask about its

with the adoption of Euro 5 MAN and Mercedes-Benz

ver the Austrian bordet to Salzburg, we had the bqst pa.tt -

SGR Rocks in Europe

European fleet sees 10 percent economy gain with SGR ’rechnology

an evetyday experience
for managers, mainte-
nance staff and drivers.
"The introduction of
SCR and the necessary
Ad Blue exhaust treat-
ment fluid is not a big
deal, said Ebnerand

tive Oskar Berger.
There were a few hic-
cups in the initial
stages, buc two years or
so down the road, SCR
has proven to be one of
the besc things that
could have happened
to the fleet. They said
they had picked up 3
liters per 100 km — for
this fleet, that was bet-
ter than a half-mile per
gallon in mpg,
Allowing for the cost of
the SCR reagent (Ad
Blue, what we're calling
" diesel exhaust fluid in
this country), the net
fuel economy gain was
equivalent to 2 liters per kilometer. Chief executive .
Berger said that being cautious, thac meant a net gain of

Augustin generates part of its
revenues from third-parfy mainte-
nance and leasing operations.
Because it buys so many trucks,
its additional cost for SCR-
equipped triicks is lower,

" one liter to the bottom line. For his 750 trucks, that .

means a savings of up to 2 million Euros ayear ($3 2
m]lhon) :

Deallng with chcups

owner and chief execu-




ting tank trailers at fuel stops. Now there is widesprea
availability at truck fueling points, These are freeway and
tollway fuel stops that cater to' heavy. trucks by pr
diesel pumps that deliver the fuel at a much hlgh
raté than those for cars,.... . ¢ -

Augustin has Ad Blue. ﬁmlmg fac1ht1es at its ter.
in Austria, with a 5,000-liter above—ground tank at its
headquarters. Thatdisteribution. pump-is heated disting:
the winter; as.are;the tanks on the trucks; and there have -
been absolutely no issues with: the urea solirtion freezing.

Other than these minor irritations, there have beenino
issues whatsoever with, the SCR technology on the fleet’s
MAN'TGX and Mercedes—Benz Actros h:gh cabovers. .

---------

Recouplng Equlpment Costs
Augustin generatesidQ percent of revenues from thn‘d— ;
party. maintenance, from' fuel-card diesel fuel distribu--
tion to other fleets and from leasing vehicles, Tt buys
aronnd- 400 trucks a year (mam fleet pln ﬂcase vehfcles

This is a lot in Europe, so the company has extremely
favorable pricing. Berger says his Euro 5 trucks cost =
around $4,500 more than nonSCR trucks, where-most |
buyers spend as much as $9,000 more. At 100,000 miiles
a year and fitel at $8-plusa gallon, this cost is quxckly
recovered out of the fuel savings. -, - 1. .
Euro, 5, while:ript required il November 2009 isa.
real plus from an operational standpoint, Betger cites the
route to Italy — his main customet base ~ as.an example.,

.. The Brenner Pass is CiOSﬁdstO trucks at mght unless they

compiy-mth thc u ciommg standard




